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[57] ABSTRACT

A copier/printer system includes an image scanner for
scanning a document and providing, after a compression
step, digital image scanning signals, P,, that may be com-
municated to a computer system for display and editing or
alternatively communicated to a grey level printer having a
magnetic tape memory. The computer system may be used
to display the scanned image for editing by an operator and
is coupled to the printer so that the edited image signals, P,,
which may be the scanned signals and a common page
description language to modify its usage, may be printed by
the printer. The edited image signals, P,, may be sent to the
printer over a suitable network. The printer includes image
processing electronics for transforming the edited data, P,,
into device independent data signals, P5. Such signals may
be received by printers of the same type; i.e., those employ-
ing similar process and halftone algorithms. The signals, P,
are then converted by a look-up table in the printer to device
dependent signals, P,, for printing by the printer. The
signals, P,, are stored in memory which may be recirculated
for making multiple copies. The memory medium storing
the P, signals may be transported or otherwise communi-
cated to other printers of the same type for reproducing the
data since the data is in common data signal or device
independent form. The memory medium storing the P,
signals may also store the P, and/or P, signals for re-editing
purposes using the computer and display.
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